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Bus or train fare tokens, tool tokens, slot machine tokens, wooden nickels &ndash; these are just a
few of the tokens that businesses have used over the years as promotional pieces, to extend credit or
to serve as legal tender redeemable for a specitfic product or service. Although similarly shaped and
sized, tokens are generally easy to differentiate from coins, since they were made of less expensive ma-
terials, like tin, aluminum, pewter, brass or wood. Trade tokens~created by general stores, bars and
saloons, grocers, barbers and many others-were most popular in the United States between 1870 and

1920 (Wikipedia 2020).
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Figure 2. Photo from Worthpoint.com.

Figure 1. Aluminum token from S. Sipser Wine and Liquor Merchant.

S ipser produced other promotional materials, like stoneware lig-

uor jugs in various sizes (Figure 2) printed with the business

name and address. The opposite side of the Sipser token sports an S SIPSER 1

image of a wooden cask, along with the words "Have You Seen the WACEAROR TO ROLLE 4 KASEL
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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